
FROM OUR PRINCIPAL 
To all my students, staff, and families,

We blinked and the end of the 1st & 2nd six weeks have come and gone. In all the 
busyness, we find time to celebrate with our staff, students, and families. We hope 
you enjoy seeing the celebrations in our newsletter this six weeks.

Are you looking for ways to get involved and volunteer? 
• Read to a classroom
• Assist with bulletin boards
• Assist with family night events
• Assist the library
• Lunch buddy 
• Other areas of interest

If so, please contact our VIPS Campus Contact, Arivs Deloney, or our Family Engagement Specialist, Kayla Jones, at arvis.
deloney@txkisd.net; kayla.jones@txkisd.net or by phone at 903.223.4252.

We are Beginning with the End In Mind with job-embedded professional development for our staff throughout the course 
of the year. 

All teachers across the district attended Kagan It’s All About Engagement Day 1 and 2  at the start of school. We have 
continued to expand on our new learning with our very own Kagan Coach, Kim Rostick, as she will continue to join our 
campus. We are excited to see the growth in both students and staff.

Our staff is also working with Mike Desparrios, Behavior Consultant, as we continue to add additional tools to our toolbox 
understanding why certain disabilities have more inappropriate behaviors, basics on empathy both for disability and 
trauma understanding, how to build a system around Tier 2 & Tier 3 Interventions, learn how to use a check-in, check-out 
system that focuses on frequency and duration, and use of incentive charts that focus on specific inappropriate behaviors 
and working on specific replacement behaviors. 

We also continue our journey with Solution Tree All Things PLC consultant Will Remmert,  as we are committed to 
enhancing student achievement. Through continued collaboration, we continue to refine our practices. A lot of work has 
been done over the past year as we have identified our essential standards as a campus and as a district. 

Starting this November, our students will be using i-Ready for math and reading. i-Ready is an online program that will 
help us determine your child(ren) needs, personalize their learning, and monitor their progress throughout the year. 
Students will have access to this program at home as well. Be on the lookout for further updates. 

I am thankful for the continued support and opportunities that we have to LEAD…LEARN…and GROW.

I hope you join us in celebrating the great things happening at our campus.

        With love,

        Mrs. Elodia Witterstaetter
        Proud Campus Principal of Westlawn Elementary
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Habit 1 — Be Proactive
You're in Charge of You
I am a responsible person. I take initiative. I choose my actions, attitudes, and moods. I do not 
blame others for my wrong actions. I do the right thing without being asked, even when no one 
is looking.

Habit 2 — Begin with the End in Mind
Have a Plan
I plan ahead and set goals. I do things that have meaning and make a difference. I am an 
important part of my classroom and contribute to my school’s mission and vision. I look for ways 
to be a good citizen.

Habit 3 — Put First Things First
Work First, Then Play
I spend my time on things that are most important. This means I say no to things I know I should 
not do. I set priorities, make a schedule, and follow my plan. I am disciplined and organized.

Habit 4 — Think Win-Win
Everyone Can Win
I balance courage for getting what I want with consideration for what others want. I make 
deposits in othersÕ Emotional Bank Accounts. When conßicts arise, I look for third alternatives.

Habit 5 — Seek First to Understand, Then to Be Understood
Listen Before You Talk
I listen to other people’s ideas and feelings. I try to see things from their viewpoints. I listen to 
others without interrupting. I am conÞdent in voicing my ideas. I look people in the eyes when 
talking.

Habit 6 — Synergize
Together Is Better
I value other people’s strengths and learn from them. I get along well with others, even people 
who are different than me. I work well in groups. I seek out other people’s ideas to solve 
problems because I know that by teaming with others we can create better solutions than 
anyone of us can alone. I am humble.

Habit 7 — Sharpen The Saw
Balance Feels Best
I take care of my body by eating right, exercising and getting sleep. I spend time with family and 
friends. I learn in lots of ways and lots of places, not just at school. I Þnd meaningful ways to 
help others.

We are preparing our students to be leaders by 
teaching the 

7 Habits of Highly Effective People:



COUNSELOR’S CORNER
Welcome back, Westlawn families! We have had the best time these six weeks in the 
counselor’s corner. As the summer ends, I have enjoyed time with your children and have 
loved hearing about your family’s stories! My family is enjoying pumpkin and fall!

In our guidance lessons, we discussed the 
difference between rude and respectful, 
bullying and friendship. During our time together, we looked at 
ways to be respectful classmates and care for one another while at school. 
We synergized and tried to “save Fred” in a fun team-building activity! 

Groups of students put aside differences and 
created a system to work together in a service 

opportunity to thank our teachers for all they do! 

During the first six weeks, we celebrated our leaders on campus! 
Shout out to Tailyn Meadows for her hard work leading the 
snack shack! Tailyn is developing a proactive work ethic and has 
taken ownership of her position. The money raised at the snack 
shack goes back into our campus, so we thank you for supporting our students and 

staff! 

Also pictured is Roy Burks. Roy began with the end in mind 
towards his goal of working hard in the classroom to get an 
opportunity to read to our third graders. Great job reaching 
your behavior goal, Roy! 

We are so proud of our Teach TISD students, who were nominated by their teachers 
this first six weeks. Teach TISD is a unique opportunity offered by our district for 
students who exhibit natural teacher talents and traits. We know these students 
will continue to be leaders on our campus as they move toward their future goals. 
Congratulations to fifth graders Keylon Byrd and Tarajii Manley! 

September 15 through October 15th is Hispanic Heritage Month. What a joy I have had 
learning from your children about Latin American culture! Third and fifth-grade students 
created Panama Mola’s during guidance. Molas originated in Panama with the women of the 
Kuna tribe and are traditional textile crafts made from layers of colored fabric. Fourth and 
fifth-grade students learned how to dance the Bachata! A big thank you to Mrs. Ochoa and 
Mrs. Basurto for teaching us!  What an incredible opportunity we have each day to celebrate 
one another at Westlawn Elementary. The possibilities for learning and building community 
are genuinely endless. 

Our first six weeks Habit 1 award winners are pictured 
to the right! Congratulations to Mehki Dancer and 
Jonathan Simpson! They received their awards at the 
Texas High School PAC and celebrated with their families. 
These students showed what it means to be proactive.

Mrs. Jack’s class worked on their leadership notebooks, 
celebrating their success the first six weeks. They began with 
the end in mind, and their hard work paid off!  

Our student lighthouse team began meeting at the end of this 
six weeks. Here they are teambuilding and synergizing while trying 
to escape the human knot! This group of students is committed 
to service, leadership, and modeling the seven habits inside and 
outside the classroom.

 We look forward to the amazing things they will accomplish this year in leadership! 



The Beginning of The Second Six Weeks Started With Some 
1st Six-Week Celebrations  

At Westlawn we always Begin With The End In Mind, when our students do 
something great, we take time to stop and celebrate them.  Admin, teachers, 
ICs, and other free staff members gather in the halls with classes to help 
celebrate.  Teachers brought classes down so students could ring the bell if 
they passed their six-week assessment.  Let’s say there was much celebrating 
after the first six-week assessment. 

 

Family Nights are to Synergize, sharpen the saw and ensure that our families know they are always welcome here at 
Westlawn.  We love to build those bonds with families.  Westlawn hosted its first family night, Books and BINGO, and 
Report Card Pickup on our early release day.  Texarkana Public Library donated 197 books to be given away as prizes.  It 
was a great turnout, and families had a great time.

Community Partnership helps us be proactive and is 
what holds us up and keeps us running.  Some of our 
community partners came to our community hub to 

pass out information to help our families and give our 
students goodies.  A lot of beneficial information was 

given to help our families move forward.

The first six weeks have ended, and Westlawn made sure to be 
proactive and celebrate all of the students that did not receive 
an office referral these six weeks.  Any students that did not get a 
write-up that caused ISS, OSS, or ASD were able to participate in BIG 
MONEY BINGO.  All the students’ names were entered for the grand 
prize of a Nintendo Switch Lite.  During their elective period, they 
enjoyed three rounds of bingo for a chance to win some great prizes.   



Staff Celebrations and Appreciation Weeks: 
HABIT #4 Think Win-Win 

October is Principal Appreciation Month, and we are grateful for Mrs. Witterstaetter 
and everything she brings to Westlawn. A month is not long enough to show 
everyone’s appreciation, but we try each day to make her feel special. You often 
see her speed-walking down the hallway, but it’s only to check on her teachers, 
staff, and students to ensure they are ready to conquer the world. At least, that is 
how she makes others feel when around. 

If you have even been to our campus and 
noticed how clean and pleasant smelling it 
is, it is all because of our excellent custodial 
team. Their team is incomparable, anytime 
anyone needs anything they are right there to 
step in. We celebrated them on October 3.

On October 6, we celebrated our amazing Instructional Coaches, Mrs. Parker, and Ms.Nickleberry. 
These ladies go above and beyond for everyone. They make a difference in our teacher’s and 
student’s lives daily.

September 29 Westlawn Begin With The End In Mind.  
Did your student come home and say, “there were a 

lot of smiling people and the band was at our school 
this morning?” That was because we welcomed our 

scholars to campus with a Tunnel of Leaders.  Tunnel of 
leaders gave students a positive outlook on what could 

come as they continued their education.  Community 
members from different organizations joined us to 
help welcome and celebrate our students. There were 
high school and college athletics along with the middle 
school band.  There was some conversation with a 
group of students about how they could one day be a 
part of one of those fantastic groups. 

The best fundraiser is where you do not have to sell anything.  Our SchoolStore 
fundraiser is off to an AMAZING start.  In just three days, we had already had  
30 participants.  With this fundraiser, families are not required to sell 
anything but shop online under our school code.  While shopping online at  
www.schoolstore.com, our school earns a certain percentage of its purchases.  
Families can also donate teacher gift cards through the site to help teachers 
fund things in their classrooms.  Mr. Mullin, Mr. Ross, and Mrs. Thompson 
have already received gift cards.  When students register online, they receive a 
mystery pack for participating.  Students that have already registered received 
their mystery pack during lunch.  Through this fundraiser, families supported 
our school by sending over 340 emails to others to support our school and 
help raise money for our students. What a great way to Think Win-Win.   



We celebrated a group of students who received a positive office 
referral.  These students have shined in and out of the classroom 

exhibiting at least one of the seven habits, and our teachers and staff 
wanted it to be known.  As part of their celebration, they received a 

cheerful call home to let their parents know how excellent they were, 
and they got to ring the celebration bell while being cheered on by the 

administration, teachers, and other students.

After a long weekend teachers return to campus for an instructional 
planning day.  Teachers gathered with their teams and content partners to 
plan incredible lessons for our scholars.  During intense learning 
and planning, even teachers and staff have to take a break.  On 
this day teachers and staff were able to 
SHAPEN THE SAW and play a few games 
of BINGO.  Jokes, laughs, and prizes 
are just what they needed to finish the 
instructional planning day strong. 

National Night Out was a huge success, and a 
great way to sharpen the saw.  Our students 
could interact with the community leaders and 
some of our community partners.  Interacting 
positively with students outside of school is 
another teachable moment.  It’s funny that most 
students think their teachers are only at school, 
so when they see you elsewhere, their precious 
faces light up with a big smiles.  National Night 
Out showed our students that we would support 
them positively in and out of the classroom.

Hearing the words breast cancer will make anyone cringe, so 
the least we can do is support the ones who have to fight it.  
On Friday, Westlawn supported the Tough Kookie Foundation 
by wearing pink to show support for those who 
have cancer, those who have won their battle 
with cancer, or, sadly, those who have lost 
the fight to cancer.  It was said that Westlawn 
showed up and showed out for the ones who 
needed it most because that is what we do, 
support others. 

Osvaldo Aguillon
Cameron Antwine

Kylaya Benton
Raimy Brown

Rachael Cannon
Ma’Kyia Cole
Skilah Collins
Landyn Easter
Jayce Eddings

Vondarrelle Forte
Yoselin Garcia

Lani Gipson
A’Myah Grant

Carlynn Hamilton-French
Kayvon Hamilton-Green

McKenzie Harris
Jasiah Hogan

Amber Kastner
Samiyah Lincoln

Bella Moon
Kinlee Moon

Kennedi Morris
Innocyncee Neal
Jakobie Powell

Wilfredo Rodriguez
Elmore Shaw
Zayla Shaw
Isaiah Smith

Kedrian Wheeler
Nichei White

Kali Whitmore
Ja’Bari Williams

Bentley Yeley



AWARDSALL “A” HONOR ROLL ~ FIRST SIX WEEKS
Hayden Evans

ShaMiya Fulton
Mohammed Hashim

De’Mika Kendrix
Dwayne Sanders

Marcel Sorrell
Amauri Williams

Logan Akin
Eli Coats
Zane Cox

Adrian Estrada
Jacadence Green
Keymariyah Hillis

Soloman Johnston
Tracy Larry

Jeremiah Moore
Lylah Norton

Dustin Pointer
Laddey Tallant

Allie Taylor
Carlos Vasquez

Nathan Washington

Lilium Barens
Brandon Barry
Kamron Davis
Kenyetta Ellis
Barry Harris

AyDreean Henderson
Ramiro Hernandez-Castillo

Daniel Hogue
Carson Neal

Alexander Solkema
Jayden Watson

“A-B” HONOR ROLL ~ FIRST SIX WEEKS

3RD GRADE 4TH GRADE 5TH GRADE

SECOND SIX WEEKS “A” & “AB” HONOR ROLL
WILL BE ANNOUNCED SOON.

Osvaldo Aguillon
Cameron Antwine

Kylaya Benton
Raimy Brown

Rachael Cannon
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Jayce Eddings

Vondarrelle Forte
Yoselin Garcia

Lani Gipson
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Carlynn Hamilton-French
Kayvon Hamilton-Green

McKenzie Harris
Jasiah Hogan

Amber Kastner
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Bella Moon
Kinlee Moon
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Vontrevion Abraham
Kelton Anderson

Easton Ballard
Tkyndra Blackmon

Katiya Brown
Roy Burks

LaJason Coakley
Imani Dewberry

Demariona Dudley
Gabriel George
Donavin Gray

A’Aliyah Harrison
Adien Hollins

Lyrikal Johnson
Willious Jordan

Xylon Landix
Zaylah Leaks

Gabriel Minneweather
Zakadyn Muldrew

Jisis Ray
Melody Romine

Raja Ross
Jaycob Shealy

Jaquavion Sims
Niche Singleton
Jordan Watson

Akaylah Williams-White
Harmony Wrightner

Brenton Aubrey
Malachi Baker
Auryah Black

Zachariah Brown
Keylon Byrd

Rylie Cannon
Keyarah Concepcion

Sy’Ron Conkleton
Kharma Cooper

Immanuel Demosthene
Marcus Finley
Jazlyn Forte

Jonathan Gailes
Yoselin Olade

Jaylon Graham
Zaiden Gray
Eric Hancock

Shantrell Henderson-Oliver
NaLayah Littrell

Reuben Madison
Tarajhii Manley
Colten Myers

Marquese Richards
Chemist Robinson

Alana Sheppard
Johnathan Simpson

Kaelyn Stokes
Tayla Williams

3RD GRADE 4TH GRADE 5TH GRADE



2022 -23 Business Partners

Making a Difference!

BOARD OF TRUSTEE

SUPERINTENDENT 
First Baptist Church 

Golden Circle 
Raising Cane’s 

United Way of Greater Texarkana 
Williams Memorial UMC

 
PRINCIPAL

Patterson Troike Foundation, Inc.
Road Runner 1632 Richmond Rd. (Pump 15 & 16)

San Antonio Teacher Training Astronomy Academy
Texarkana International Rotary Club

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 
Burkes Outlet Junior League 

of Texarkana
On the Border

Patterson’s Photo Studio  
& Imaging 

Pi Beta Phi 
Texas Roadhouse 

Vickie Treece - REMAX

COUNSELOR 
BWI Companies
Lone Star Group

Domino Federal Credit Union

Farmers Bank and Trust
Gamma Kappa Zeta Chapter of  

Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc. 

Kohls
Robbins Toyota

Scrapbook Emporium

St. Lukes UMC
TEXAR Federal Credit Union
Texarkana Baptist Orphanage

TEACHER 
7/11 Creations and Co.

BEK Construction
Campus Box Media

Chicken Express
Circle J Cowboy Church

Classic CDJ Inc
Cristi Hoyt Photography

Deliverance Temple
El Chico’s

FA Financial Partners
Fizz Bizz

Happy Tails Boarding 

Housing Authority of the City of Texarkana TX
iJump 

Jack and Jill of Texarkana
Lavender Thorne

Legends Gym & Health Club
Literacy Council of Bowie & Miller Counties

Living Well Chiropractor
Lone Star Graphics
Miles Chapel CME

Mt. Grove Baptist Church
Newk’s Eatery

Oubre Animal Clinic 

Party City
Pediatric Dentistry of Texarkana

Randall Ellis, DDS
Rowe Csa

Sam’s Club
Shambarger Orthodontics

Sid’s Automotive
Slim Chicken’s

Starbucks
Sunrise Rotary

Texarkana Alumni Chapter of  
Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc.

Texarkana Emergency Center
Texarkana Jiu Jitsu

Texarkana Zeta AMICAE
The Tarday Bell

The Village Floral & Gifts
Theta Upsilon Chapter of  

Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Inc
Top Teens of America

Walk-Ons
Wisdom Animal Clinic

Richmond Road

Westlawn Elementary thanks all of our
Partners In Education Business Partners
for their continued support of our students and staff.


